An unprecedented research effort has taken place over the last decade to acquire the fundamental knowledge to understand and predict the effects of global change on the terrestrial biosphere. Although many uncertainties still remain, this research, along with ongoing efforts, has improved our understanding of the functioning of terrestrial ecosystems and how they are likely to change as global environmental change proceeds.
et al. describe recent developments in the coupling of Dynamic Global Vegetation Models (DGVMs) to General Circulation Models (GCMs), an approach that is still under development but is likely to become a successful tool to study the two-way interactions of the terrestrialclimate system at the global scale.
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